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Theme - Tell (Psalm 51:13)
Overview: This week, we will explore the connection between receiving God’s forgiveness 
and our response. As those set free through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection, how do 
we tell the story of our encounters with God? Why do we tell our stories? 

Scripture - John 21: 1-17 

Background
In the gospel of John, Andrew is the first one to spend the day with Jesus, after which 
he finds his brother, Simon, and exclaims, “We have found the Messiah!” We don’t know 
if Andrew had to drag Simon to meet Jesus, or if Simon was as eager to go as Andrew 
was to tell the news. What we do know is at their first encounter, Jesus says, “You are 
Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter.)

From their first encounter, Jesus gives Simon/Peter a new name and identity.  This is 
not a new literary tool used in the bible to signify someone’s importance in God’s story. 
But for Peter, Heather Adams shares that with this new name “Jesus considered Simon 
worthy of a tremendous honor, one he would have to grow into.” 

The identity that Peter would need to grow into was as disciple, and as we follow Jesus 
and Peter through the gospels we find that Peter is one who is impetuous, doubtful, and 
quick to get things wrong as easily as he does right.  We also see that he is devoted to 
his friend Jesus, the Messiah.  Yet, when Jesus tells Peter in John 13: 36-38 that he will 
in fact deny him, Peter cannot believe it. He would never deny Jesus! We all know that 
Peter does deny him, saying in Luke, Matthew and Mark that he did not know Jesus.  
(For more go to the lesson from Week 6)

The author of John, however, offers a different phrasing than the other gospels. Peter is 
asked if he is one of Jesus’ disciples, and Peter answers, “I am not.” This slight change 
of wording is important, because in John Peter does not deny knowing Jesus, he denies 
his very identity as a disciple of Jesus.

When John pointed out to Peter that the resurrected Jesus was waiting for them on the 
shore, Peter cannot wait to reach his friend. He could have allowed his pain and guilt 
from denying Jesus to paralyze him with embarrassment, or cause him to avoid his 
Christ. Peter probably felt a lot of things having this second chance with Jesus. What he 
does is turn and take all of himself – his pain, his sorrow, his confession, his love - to 
Jesus as quickly as he could. Jesus then himself turns towards Peter and asks him 
three times a different question, “Do you love me?” Peter not only gets another chance 
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to proclaim his love for Christ, he also gets his identity back, and his  mission going 
forward to help tend others. 

There are so many reasons why Peter, or David, or you or I, deny our discipleship.  We 
forget we are like David and Peter in the beginning, those who are after God’s own 
heart.  We want to do what we do, no matter the consequences. We deny our own 
worthiness. We are fearful of the ramifications.  It can be difficult to be courageous 
enough or convicted enough to be honest with just ourselves about our denial, our fear, 
our feelings of unworthiness, our brokenness, our hopelessness, or our sin. 

To be honest with God that we have done something we know has hurt ourselves or 
others and we are not, in fact, in control or perfect, can be overwhelming! To 
acknowledge that there are some things we cannot save ourselves from and we are in 
need of God’s grace, forgiveness, mercy, healing, hope, or redemption is ultimately, 
though, a gift God gives us.  Maybe a scary gift, yet once we open it a gift that frees us 
to grow into ourselves as beloved ones of God, made in God’s own image.  It is a gift 
that opens us to a life lived surrounded and saturated by grace as we grow more deeply 
into our identity as disciples of Christ.  Karoline Lewis shares it is the gift of Jesus 
arriving on the shore of life, saying to Peter and to us, “I believe in you. I know who you 
are and I love you. And yes, you are exactly the kind of disciple I need, the disciple the 
world needs.”  

When David goes to God and confesses, he is set free through his confession and 
God’s forgiveness.  He again is one who will teach others of God’s grace, mercy and 
love, this time with a deeper understanding because it is now his story of God’s grace. 
(Psalm 51: 13-14). When Peter encounters Jesus, not only does Peter affirm his own 
identity as a follower of Christ, “Jesus reaffirms who Peter needs to be; the disciple 
Jesus needs him to be. And the disciple Jesus needs Peter to be is the shepherd 
now.” (Karoline Lewis)  

As those who have experienced the gift of God’s grace, mercy, forgiveness, and love, 
we, too, are given a mission to teach others about the gifts God offers each – and all - 
of us.  As those who have encountered the risen Christ and been reminded that Christ 
knows who we are, and loves us, we take our place alongside Peter and all those who 
have shared their faith stories with us. Sharing our own stories, we assist in 
shepherding others home to their identity as God’s beloved.  

Other good resources to look at: 
Melissa Bane Sevier Repetition
Taize Commented Bible Passage – John 21: 15-19
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https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/do-you-love-me
https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/do-you-love-me
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https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2016/04/06/repetition/
https://www.taize.fr/en_article167.html?date=2008-09-01


Explore
The Disciples Peter and John running to the Sepulchre on the Morning of the 
Resurrection

As you look at it, engage for a moment in what the Catholic blogger Bill Donaghy calls 
“the visual equivalent of Lectio Divina.”  As Donaghy notes, “This Resurrection scene 
does not put us before still figures near a stagnant stone, or figures standing with stony 
faces in a contrived, plastic posture, pointing to an empty tomb. This scene is dynamic; 
we are in motion.”

Through the movement and immediacy of the scene, the preceding minutes with Mary 
Magdalene are palpable.  In a sense, she is in the painting too.  “You can almost hear 
her voice in the background, can you not, a few minutes earlier, as she burst into their 
house…” writes the Episcopal Bishop Dorsey McConnell in an Easter sermon 
meditating on the painting.

Apart from Jesus’ mother, no other three participants capture the closeness of Jesus’ 
encounter with humankind quite like John, Peter and Mary of Magdala. 

Jesus turning to Peter as they sit by the fire and asking three times, “Do you love me?”, 
thereby washing away the sin of the three denials past; 
https://www.crisismagazine.com/2014/the-greatest-easter-painting-ever-made
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Discuss
1. How do you think Peter felt running to the tomb? 
2. This is not Peter’s first encounter with the risen Jesus. He and other disciples 

had been in a locked room when Christ appeared to them two times in eight 
days. (John 20: 19-31) How is this encounter different?

3. Why do you think Peter and the disciples went fishing?
4. Why did Peter rush to the shore to get to Jesus?
5. Do you think there is any significance in Jesus telling them to throw the nets out 

again, and the massive catch they brought in? 
6. Do you think there is any significance in Jesus eating breakfast with the 

disciples?
7. Why do you think Jesus asked Peter if he loved him? 
8. How do you think Peter felt when Jesus kept asking him? 

Reflect

1. How do you think this conversation changed Peter, if at all? How do you think 
it would have changed you?

2. Unlike David in Psalm 51, Peter does not ask for forgiveness in the text. 
Imagine yourself in Peter’s place. Do you think you would have told Jesus 
you were sorry? 

3. By all accounts, in the book of Acts, we see Peter has taken his place as the 
shepherd of the early church.  Do you think it would have been hard for 
the other disciples to trust him? Is it hard for you to trust other Christians, 
especially those in leadership, whom you know have “sinned”?

4. What do you come to know about God’s love through Jesus Christ after 
reading the Bible? Attending worship? Talking with friends about your own 
experiences of grace and forgiveness?

Engage
❖ Leonard Cohen wrote the song Hallelujah, which has been covered by many other 

artists. His original lyrics are based in the stories of David and Samson, and allude to 
others who have lost their way.  Here are the original lyrics.  He actually wrote so 
many verses to Hallelujah that he made those lyrics into another song If It Be Your 
Will. Read both lyrics and/or listen to both songs. Ask the participants:

a.Do you think David and Peter would have written similar lyrics (either as a 
whole or partially)? Why or why not?
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A+19-31&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttEMYvpoR-k
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b.The tone of both Cohen’s songs is very melancholy.  Do you think the tone 
of David’s song after he experienced God’s forgiveness would be melancholy? If not, 
what do you think that David’s song would sound like? Do you think Peter’s song 
would sound differently than David’s? Then Cohen’s? 

c.At the end of the day with Jesus on the shore, if Peter would have written a 
poem/song about what happened, what do you think he would have wanted to 
remember? Write one line, individually or as a group, you think Peter would have 
written.

❖ Easter is a time when we celebrate God raising Jesus from the dead. We say, “Christ 
is Risen! He is risen indeed!” We rejoice that God’s powerful love and loving power 
have conquered sin and death. Easter is more than just one Sunday in the life of faith, 
though. The Christian journey includes both Good Friday and Easter experiences for 
both individuals and communities. Good Friday experiences are those that are 
connected to moments or situations where death, pain, sin, violence, loneliness, 
injustice, desperation and suffering reign. They are real. Good Friday was not God’s 
last word, though! When forgiveness, grace, hope, peace, salvation, justice, 
redemption and eternal life break into our lives, we glimpse resurrection.  We find new 
life. What are situations in our world that you would characterize as Good Friday 
situations? Easter situations? What are some real-life situations that you, your friends 
or your family have experienced that you would say are resurrection experiences? 

❖ We are strengthened on the spiritual journey as we explore the stories of scripture 
and share our own stories with one another of faith and doubt, joy and sorrow, 
despair and hope. We find we are not alone as we seek to follow Jesus.  If you were 
asked to share how you have met God and experienced God’s presence and grace in 
your life these past 6 weeks, what would you say? Write it down on a piece of paper 
or in a journal.  In your group or with just one other person, share your story as you 
feel comfortable. 

• If you have time, listen to Audrey Assad testimony/witness of her 
journey from voicelessness, powerlessness, and worthlessness to 
healing. How was it listening to someone else’s faith journey?  
Share any feelings, thoughts or insights that arose for you.

Going Forth
Often, we get so busy with life that we forget to tend our spiritual lives. We are not 
awake to God’s presence in our lives, nor do we know how we would answer the 
question, “Where have you seen God this week?” As Easter week continues, do one (or 
more) of the following:

❖ Watch the 3 minute video Know Your Why.   Spend some time reflecting on where 
grace has shown up in your life.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_WJjQQkG6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ytFB8TrkTo


❖ Connect with a friend via FaceTime, Zoom, or over a socially distanced beverage 
or meal. Share with each other how you can pray for one another this week.  
Are there things you are struggling with? What is going well? What is coming 
up in the next few days that is stressful or exciting? How do you want God to 
“show up” in your life this week?

❖ In The Gift of Hafiz: Poems by Hafiz The Great Sufi Master, translation by Daniel 
Ladinsky, the 13th century Sufi poet and mystic known as Hafiz writes the poem 
below.  Read the poem and think of ways you can “give the whole world God’s 
address.” 

What the Hell

The
Real love

I always keep a secret.

All my words
Are sung outside Her window.

For when She lets me in
I take a thousand oaths of silence.

But,
Then She says,

O, then God says,

“What the hell, Hafiz,
Why not give the whole world

My
Address.”

❖ Music speaks to us in unique ways other mediators of God’s presence, inspiration, 
grace, comfort, hope and joy cannot.  No matter the spiritual season we are in, 
God’s love in Jesus Christ surrounds us. Our God who is kind, merciful, and 
forgiving, is always seeking us to be our companion along the way or to help 
us find our way Home.  The following songs have been shared by other college 
students, campus ministers and chaplains from their own “spiritual journey” 
playlists.  Listen to them.  Add your own songs that remind you of the love, 
grace, forgiveness and new life you are offered by God through Jesus Christ. 
Make a playlist and share it with a friend or group why you chose the songs 
you did. 
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Crowded Table by Highwomen

Change in My Life by John Pagano from the film “Leap of Faith” 

Reckless Love sung by Amber Logue from UKirk Nashville (official video of Cory 
Asbury’s version)

Canticle of the Turning sung by Meredith Cox from UKirk Nashville

Glory, Glory, Hallelujah sung by Meredith Cox from UKirk Nashville

My Lighthouse by Rend Collective

Where I Find God by Larry Fleet

Come Thou Fount (I Will Sing) by Chris Tomlin

I Shall Not Want Not Want by Audrey Assad

Hallelujah Sing by Porter’s Gate

How Great Chance the Rapper

Pray for Real by Peter CottonTale with Chance the Rapper

Blessings (feat. Ty Dolla $ign, Anderson .Paak, BJ The Chicago Kid, Raury & 
Jamila Woods)

Prayers of the People
We begin the new week toward you, 
from whom no secret can be hid. 

We have had a night, 
and a weekend, 
and a lifetime of secrets. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYYpagM995g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UYYpagM995g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=froSUVcg-0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6e-NVTLOOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reAlJKv7ptU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lzl8-_4qzyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9I_-ShgVBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8WgHGOak1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMxkbdaJJiE&list=PLBC06-zjWENjOdjD4TJqvMp-_CZgRbG1Y&index=18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rttc--GYnco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVqnzFCTHtk


We have stored the usual list of secrets, 
of acts of guilt unforgiven, 
of desires too rich to utter. 

Beyond that, we have a secret list of hurts, 
from ancient days with parents and siblings, 
from assorted bullies at play school 

and in adult life; 

some of us overly sensitive, 
all of us grown protective 
and capable of self-pity. 

Beyond that, we have a secret list of hopes, 
some selfish and some noble, 
hopes of new freedom and new reconciliation, 

of new security and new recognition, 
of doing well and being well. 

We have so much to keep hidden. 
And you know — 
you know because you made us and have watched us 

from the beginning; 
you know because you set us in our waking and our 

sleeping; 
you know because you love us right through, 

beyond all of our covert capacity. 

And we yearn to be known — fully, without reserve by you: 
So we ask on this day, 

courage to match your love, 
honesty to match your generosity, 
self-awareness to speak into your awareness of us. 

That by the time the sun sets, 
we will have rent the curtain of our lives, 
and let you into the center of it all, 

there to abide in holy forgiveness. 
We pray through your spirit of all truth 

that our truth opened to your mercy may make us free. Amen. 

Exposed to Mercy, Truth and Newness (on reading Psalm 32) by Walter Brueggemann 
(Prayers for a Privileged People, pp.129-130) 
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