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Candle Lighting  
by Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 

Associate Pastor for Engagement and Mission, Central Presbyterian Church (Atlanta, GA) 
Alum, UKirk at Schreiner University 

Responsive Reading 
One: Beloved people of God:  
 Look up to the mountains!  
 Catch a glimpse of God's glory!  
 See how the light of God is gathering all people.  
All: We come from the East and West,  
 from the North and South,  
 to follow the light of God.  
One: Come, leave your burdens behind! 
 Come, let go of your fear!  
 Come, release the pain of the past!  
All: Yes! Let us come, descendants of Jacob.  
 Yes! Let us find hope in the light of God.  

Candle Lighting 
Light one candle at home or in worship, if that is your practice.  
We light this first candle acknowledging where we have been, and looking with great 
anticipation to where God is calling us to be during this Advent season. This first candle 
reminds us of our ancestors who shared the light of God before us, keeping us warm 
during the darkest nights and guiding our steps in times of uncertainty. Therefore, we 
hold on to this light and proclaim a message of hope to the world.  

Closing Prayer 
Ever-present God, your light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome 
it. Gather us back into your radiant presence so we may live as people of hope. Empower 
us to let go of the past and welcome the new path you set before us. Guide us with your 
light today and always. Amen.  

First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022      Isaiah 2:1-5
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Reflection & Discussion  
by Ekklesia Campus Ministry at Missouri State University 

Scripture Context 
 The 8th century BCE prophet, Isaiah, has been called a “central intermediary,” or 
a prophet who operated close to the center of power. Isaiah is bringing a message to 
God’s people that echoes throughout all of scripture — as the Gospel of Luke later puts it: 
from everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required (12:48). The first 
chapter of Isaiah calls out God’s people on their failure to live up to their side of the 
Davidic covenant, with graphic depictions of iniquity, corruption, and injustice. Isaiah is 
literally speaking truth to power. The oracles against the nations continue throughout 
much of the first 39 chapters of Isaiah, but already in chapter 2, there is a powerful 
invitation to step back from what is and to dream with God about what can be.  

Read Isaiah 2:1-5. 

Reflect 
 Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord…that God may teach us God’s 
ways, and that we may walk in God’s paths. 
 And so it begins. Advent. Prepare, wait, repeat. Go there. Go to God’s mountain. 
God awaits us. But go slowly, and with great intention, because each time we ascend this 
mountain, there is something new for us to learn about God, ourselves, and the journey. 
Maybe the instruction doesn’t take place on the mountaintop, but rather on the rocky, 
tenuous, beautiful path we take to get there. And maybe we don’t have to get ourselves 
to the trailhead to get started, but we can start right here, right where we are. God is 
here, as are companions for the journey.  
 So let’s get started. Transformation lies ahead. Swords into plowshares, spears 
into pruning hooks, anger into action, sorrow into joy, judgment into curiosity, fear into 
courage. The prophet Isaiah encourages us to trust in God’s faithful presence and also to 
do the work that is ours for the transformation of ourselves, our communities, and the 
world. The path is lit by God, but it must be traveled by us, in community, to glean the 
lessons of this particular moment, to remember once again where we’re from and where 
we’re going.  
 And so it begins. Advent. Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Transformation 
lies ahead.  

Discuss 
✴ How is iniquity, corruption, and injustice manifest in the world today? In our 

community? In our church? In ourselves? 
✴ In what ways is God calling us to speak truth to power? In what ways are we at the 

center of power and needing to be called back into covenant with God?  
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✴ What is the vision of the future that you see when you step back from what is, and 
look out from the mountain of the Lord?  

✴ How is God calling you, specifically, into transformation during this Advent season?  
✴ What are the spiritual practices that you need to lean into to realize this 

transformation?  

Pray 
God of the waiting and the walking, open our hearts and minds to the transformation 
that we need, to be the people you’ve called us to be. This Advent, may we find you and 
ourselves on the path once again. Amen.  

First Sunday of Advent                    Isaiah 2:1-5
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Candle Lighting  
by Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 

Responsive Reading 
One: Friends, as we follow the light of God 
 let us remember that 
 through the house of Jesse,  
 God has promised us a redeemer,  
 a prince of peace.  
All: The Spirit of the Lord has rested upon him — 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might,  
 the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord.  
One: He shall rule the earth with justice and love.  
 He will unite all peoples and all creatures.  
All:  The wolf will live with the lamb, 
 and the leopard will care for the goat. 
 The stranger will become a friend,  
 and the refugee will become a neighbor.  
One: Come! Prince of peace to restore your creation.  
 Come! And let your light embrace us with your peace.  

Candle Lighting 
Light one candle at home or in worship, if that is your practice.  
We light this second candle as we pray for peace on earth. War, famine, natural 
disasters, pandemics, and financial issues have dwindled whatever peace we have found 
this past year. This second candle reminds us that regardless of where we are from, and 
despite our differences, all people deserve to live in a world where peace flows like a 
river. Therefore, we hold on to this light and proclaim a message of peace to the world.  

See Closing Prayer on next page. 

Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2022      Isaiah 11:1-10
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Closing Prayer 
Comforting God, you are our source of peace in times of turmoil and fear. Pour out your 
spirit of peace upon us so that we may gain wisdom and understanding, strength and 
resilience, compassion and humbleness. Empower us to do what is right so that we may 
live a life that promotes peace for all people. Continue to guide us with your light today 
and always. Amen.  

Reflection & Discussion  
by John Golden 

Campus Minister, UKirk ETSU 

Scripture Context 
 The prophet Isaiah wrote in a time of devastation and war. Throughout his 
lifetime, Isaiah witnessed and prophesied through the Syro-Ephraimite War, the Assyrian 
conquest of Samaria, and the Assyrian siege of Jerusalem in 701 BCE. Isaiah 10:27b-34 
tells of one military campaign, likely conducted by the Assyrians, as they march against 
their enemies, with branches chopped off and forests cut bare. Yet the kingdom of Judah 
would survive. Isaiah prophesies the coming of a ruler: a shoot [that] will grow up from 
the stump of Jesse, a branch [that] will sprout from his roots (11:1). This monarch would 
bring justice and peace to the people of God and to the land of Israel. This, after years 
of violence, bloodshed, destruction. If Isaiah was speaking of someone contemporary to 
him, then it is likely he was referring to Hezekiah, the king of Judah who reigned during 
the last years of Isaiah’s life.  

Read Isaiah 11:1-10. 

Reflect 
 What would it take for a wolf to live with the lamb? For the leopard to lie down 
with the young goat? For one, the wolf and the leopard would all have to change their 
very nature. They would have to turn away from their predatory inclinations. No longer 
could they satiate themselves on the vulnerability of the weak, but instead find 
nourishment elsewhere.  
 However, that is not the only change necessary for this vision of peace and 
reconciliation to be fulfilled. The lamb and the young goat would have to forgive years of 
evolutionary and instinctual memory of the violence they have suffered as prey. Though 
these memories may have once served them during the previous years of injury and 
trauma, peace also requires the victim to work through that injury and trauma.  
It can be hard, perhaps impossible, to ask for a person who has experienced trauma to 
heal and forgive. What is the guarantee that the wolf will not turn on the lamb again, or 
the promise the leopard will not once again show its spots? Yet it is this lingering,  
haunting fear that prevents them from feeling at peace.        Reflection continues on next page. 
  

Second Sunday of Advent                    Isaiah 11:1-10
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 Only when the earth is filled with the knowledge of the justice of the Lord, only 
when the spirit of wisdom, understanding, righteousness, and equity are made tangible 
and real, may there be reassurance of safety and the guarantee of peace. May it be so.  

Discuss 
✴ In Isaiah 10:33-34, the prophet says that God will cut down the trees, limbs, and the 

forest of Lebanon. Isaiah 11:1 then transitions into Isaiah’s proclamation that a shoot 
shall emerge from the stump, and a branch shall grow out of the roots. Many tree 
species, particularly pine and eucalyptus trees, only sprout after a fire event, when 
there is no obstruction to sunlight for the seedlings. Do you see God working like this in 
other ways?  

✴ A favorite maxim of mine is “we are simultaneously both oppressed and oppressor.” To 
relate it to the Isaiah passage, we are like both the wolf and the lamb. If you find this 
to be true, then what does it mean for you to discover peace and reconciliation in your 
life? What does your wolf need to turn away from, and your lamb need to forgive?  

✴ Isaiah’s vision of peace is enrapturing and fantastical as he pairs animals with 
opposite natures and tendencies together. What enrapturing and fantastical images 
of peace and reconciliation do you have for this world?  

✴ Many biblical scholars suggest that Isaiah imagined Hezekiah as the person who 
would bring justice and peace to the people of Israel and the land of Judah. Yet, as 
we read this passage in Advent, it seems that we are also supposed to believe Jesus 
Christ as the fulfillment of this prophecy. Can both things be true? If so, how?  

Pray 
Lord, may your justice and mercy reign. May we know peace, true peace, your peace. 
May we recover from our injuries, heal from our traumas, turn away from our iniquities, 
and experience your loving mercy. Amen.  

Second Sunday of Advent                    Isaiah 11:1-10
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Candle Lighting  
by Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 

Responsive Reading 
One: Children of God,  
 Do you see what I see?  
All: Yes! The light of God has reached  
 all the corners of the earth. 
One: The wilderness has become a place of joy!  
 The parched land is now blooming! 
 Streams of water are bringing new life to the desert!  
All: Yes! We see the joy of the Lord upon us.  
 God has not abandoned us.  
 Therefore, we will be strong! 
 Therefore, we shall have no fear!  
One: God has shown us the path we must follow.  
 The joy of the Lord will lead the way.  
 We will sing and dance and shout for joy! 
All: Yes! God is making all things new.  
 Let us rejoice in the light of God!  

Candle Lighting 
Light one candle at home or in worship, if that is your practice.  
We light this third candle to celebrate the joy that surrounds us today. It is often easy to 
miss the moments in which God whispers joy into our hearts - through unexpected 
laughter, old friendships, trips to see family, new job opportunities, and exciting news. 
Let us not forget God’s faithfulness, for it is ever-present even as we wander through 
the wilderness or barren land. Therefore, we hold on to this light and proclaim a message 
of joy to the world.  

See Closing Prayer on next page. 
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Closing Prayer 
God of laughter, help us see where your joy breaks down all hostility and despair. Your 
voice tells us not to be afraid but to rejoice always. Open up our hearts so that we may 
delight in the transforming power of your glory. Empower us to spread joy to all corners 
of this weary world so that we may flourish and bloom together on this earth. Continue to 
guide us with your light today and always. Amen.  

Reflection & Discussion  
by Drew Wilmesherr 

Interim Ministry Director, UKirk Atlanta 
Alum, UKirk MTSU 

Scripture Context 
 Isaiah 35:1-10 is prophecy about redemption. It’s last in a litany of prophecies 
forming the bulk of Isaiah’s focus. Isaiah was concerned about Israel’s oppression by an 
unfair government and their allegiance to other nations instead of God. 

Read Isaiah 35:1-10. 

Reflect 
 In today’s scripture, the Israelites in exile are promised a return home. It feels as 
unlikely as a desert turning into a garden, but God is proclaiming an unbroken boulevard 
of green lights all the way home. It calls to mind the first verse of “O Come O Come 
Emmanuel:” O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in lonely 
exile here. 
 I remember how lonely I felt in my first college semester. I had moved away to live 
in a different state on my own, but then a miracle happened. I came back from 
Thanksgiving break for finals. To self-medicate my homesickness, I brought back a copy 
of the best Christmas movie in existence: The Muppet Christmas Carol. Not only is it the 
most faithful film adaptation of Charles Dickens’ classic, it also features some of the best 
holiday music period. I commandeered the big TV in the common space, put on The 
Muppet Christmas Carol, and during 90 minutes of nostalgia, a small group sat down with 
me to sing along and laugh at a beautiful redemption story. We watched together as the 
Muppets helped resurrect the spirit of a lonely old miser. We were more than students 
coexisting in a freshman dorm. We felt hopeful about our future as emerging adults. We 
were finding our community.  

“O Come O Come, Emmanuel” was originally written in Latin in the 12th century (the tune’s name remains 
Veni Emmanuel), versified in the 18th century, and translated into English by J. M. Neale in 1851. 
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Scan this code or visit 
https://tinyurl.com/n7rrn2c3  

to listen to “O Come O Come, Emmanuel” 
performed by Drew.  

Scan this one or visit 
https://tinyurl.com/2s463tne  

to hear the same audio accompanied by 
slides with the hymn’s lyrics. 

Discuss 
✴ What is your favorite seasonal tradition that you’d like to share with your friends? 
✴ What are you most looking forward to in the next few months? 
✴ What is a significant moment in your life where something good came out of something 

bad? 
✴ How can you encourage someone else who needs help seeing the potential good in 

their own future?  

Pray 
Creator God, as we wait for you, we ask for a vision of the way things could be. We ask 
that as you heal our lonely hearts, you would also heal our communities by bringing us 
together. Show us how to be your people, and teach us the meaning of redemption. 
Amen.  
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Candle Lighting  
by Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 

Responsive Reading 
One: Followers of the light,  
 Be patient!  
 Do not lose heart!  
All: We are tempted to look back —  
 to become the people we used to be.  
 We are tempted to turn around —   
 to return to the places where we have been.  
One: This light is indeed a sign,  
 a reminder  
 that love will come.  
 And he shall be named  
 Immanuel — God with us!  
All: Let’s not lose heart! 
 We will see the day  
 when his righteousness shall 
 flood the deepest depths,  
 and his love will reach  
 the highest heights! 

Candle Lighting 
Light one candle at home or in worship, if that is your practice.  
We light this fourth candle announcing that God's love for us is deeper than the oceans 
and wider than the skies. God does not forget about us but relentlessly pursues us. There 
is no greater commandment than this: we must love one another just as God has loved us. 
God’s love is with us! Therefore, we hold on to this light and proclaim a message of love 
to the world.  

See Closing Prayer on next page. 
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Closing Prayer 
Miraculous God, we are grateful for your love for us. Despite our imperfections and 
shortcomings, your love remains the same for us. Comfort our hearts. Restore our souls. 
Heal our wounds. Forgive our selfishness. Empower us with your love so that the world 
may know that reconciliation is indeed possible. Continue to guide us with your light 
today and always. Amen.  

Reflection & Discussion  
by Rev. Doodle Harris 
Chaplain, Hastings College 

Scripture Context 
 This scripture comes from the middle of a conversation between God, Isaiah, and 
King Ahaz of Judah. Ahaz is in Jerusalem at the time and anticipating an attack from the 
Northern Kingdoms. At the beginning of the conversation, Isaiah has set up a meeting 
between himself, Ahaz and Ahaz’s son at the command of God. Isaiah tells Ahaz not to 
worry about the foreign threat – to treat the threat as he would embers from a burning 
forest that have almost gone out.   
 In verse 10, God is eager to prove to Ahaz that what God says will come true. God 
uses the name “Yahweh” as God did at the burning bush, so that Ahaz would recognize 
how long God has cared for the Israelites. God even offers to give Ahaz a sign that is as 
high as heaven or as low as Sheol. 
 Ahaz refuses, but Isaiah intervenes and insists that God gives a sign. That sign 
would be a woman who would bear a child that would be the “Immanuel” – the one who 
is “God with us.” In Matthew 1, Mary and Joseph call Jesus “Immanuel” in reference to 
this passage. Although Ahaz probably did not hear this sign as pointing to a baby several 
hundred years later in Bethlehem, the writer of Matthew makes the immediate 
connection at Jesus’ birth.  

Read Isaiah 7:10-16. 

Reflect 
 This scripture presents a tension between God and Ahaz. God wants to provide a 
sign to demonstrate divine sovereignty. Ahaz claims he does not need one. In reading, 
you may find yourself solidly on team Ahaz here.  We do not often question God’s 
sovereignty. We are trained to respect some sources without hesitation, such as our 
parents’ authority growing up. We intuitively understand Ahaz’s motives to refuse.  
 What is fascinating is Isaiah’s insistence that God provides a sign anyway.  It is 
almost as if God needs to provide a sign to satisfy God’s needs rather than the needs of 
Ahaz.  Does God have needs like we do?  God is so self-sufficient and so complete;  
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however, the sign is one of simultaneous wisdom and humility – it is a woman with a child 
that will demonstrate the power of God. The power of God is in the “Immanuel.” In other 
words, the power of God comes from God’s solidarity with humanity. We recognize God 
as one who shares wisdom with us in humble ways.          
 Of course, this is the way that many of us learn best as well.  We recall 
encounters with others who said the right thing at just the right time far more than we 
remember theorems that we memorized from text books. Our future (and our present) 
has been completely shaped by after school talks with teachers, late night coffees with 
friends, and long walks with people who know us well. With this sign, God is inviting 
Godself into those common places and consecrating those encounters as transformative 
and holy.  

Discuss 
✴ In this passage, God offers King Ahaz a sign and Ahaz initially refuses. If God offered 

you a sign in exchange for your trust in God, how would you respond?  
✴ If God were to give you a sign, what type of sign would you expect? 
✴ This passage claims that the child that God sends will know good from evil. How old 

were you when you felt like you knew good from evil?  What’s your earliest memory of 
knowing the difference? 

✴ We typically translate “Immanuel” as “God with us,” but a more literal translation of 
Immanuel is “with us God.”  How does this literal translation inform your ideas about 
God? 

✴ What type of sign of God’s power would you want God to share with the world today? 
How would we recognize the sign?  How might it make our lives different? 

Pray 
Holy God, most of the time I do not need a sign or symbol to remember your goodness to 
me.  However, when I do, please be generous with your signs.  Show me who I am and 
who you are. Give me humility and wisdom.  Amen.  

Fourth Sunday of Advent                    Isaiah 7:10-16
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Candle Lighting  
by Rev. Jasiel Hernandez Garcia 

Responsive Reading 
One: Today is the day! 
 Hear how the heavens  
 proclaim the glory of God! 
All: We have patiently  
 walked in God’s light.  
 We no longer live in a land  
 of deep shadows.  
 We feel sunbursts of light! 
 Love has found us! 
One: Beloved people of God,  
 for to us, a child is born;  
 to us, a son is given.  
 And the governance of this earth  
 shall rest upon his shoulders.  
All: And we shall call him: 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
One: Share this good news today: 
 Rejoice! God is with us!  
 The light of God has come today! 

Candle Lighting 
Light one candle at home or in worship, if that is your practice.  
We light this fifth and final candle proclaiming that Christ has come. God’s promise has 
been fulfilled! We rejoice with everyone around us, for we are now united, made into one 
body, through the one who calls us by name and redeems us with his love. After such a 
long journey, we now find rest in Christ; the Word made flesh. Let us go out into the 
world to tell this good news on the mountains, over the hills, and everywhere. Jesus 
Christ is born! 

See Closing Prayer on next page. 

December 25, 2022     Isaiah 9:2-7

Christmas
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Closing Prayer 
Present God, we are grateful that you are Immanuel, God with us. We have waited, and 
you have come. We have hoped, and you kept your promises. We have longed for 
peace, and now your kingdom is here, inviting us to live in harmony with one another. We 
have rejoiced, but today our joy is finally complete. Grant us the courage to call upon 
your name and share it among others, knowing that you are present in the world around 
us. May your light guide us today and always. Amen.  

Reflection & Discussion  
by Madison Vaughn 

Ministry Coordinator, UKirk Birmingham 
Scripture Context 
 Historically, the Church has seen this passage as the announcement of the 
incarnation of Jesus. However, it is more than that. It is also political. We sometimes like 
to depoliticize Christianity but at the very root of our faith is the very political event of 
Jesus’ birth. It was seen as a part of political ritual at that time, and it was seen as such 
due to the fact that we cannot separate Jesus’ body from his actions. He was a very 
political character, and to ignore that is to ignore part of the importance of his ministry.  

Read Isaiah 9:2-7. 

Reflect 
 In today’s reading we are struck with the dichotomy of darkness versus light right 
from the beginning. This darkness is all too real for some of us, especially during this time 
of year. Spending extended periods of time with family and loved ones during the 
holidays can be a beautiful thing, but it can also be triggering for others.  
 I love this passage because it gives space for those negative emotions during this 
time of celebration, which is the inspiration behind this photo (included below). The 
darkness is made beautiful because of the light. Just as the light creeps in on the leaves 
in the photo, Jesus’ light is calm as it approaches us so as not to manipulate us and 
obliterate our darkness. The darkness and light coexist together and that is what makes 
Christianity so intriguing.  
 On this Christmas Eve, we are given a safe and brave space to feel our feelings 
and know that we are welcome and loved in this community. Being Christian can 
sometimes look pleasing on the surface, but a true faith community is one that deals with 
the highs and, most importantly, the lows of our everyday lives. Take a minute to reflect 
on the photo and how it makes you feel.  

Christmas                           Isaiah 9:2-7
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Discuss 
✴ Rethinking this story as a political announcement of the Prince of Peace’s birth opens 

doors for a deeper understanding. What would it look like for the Church of today to 
act politically in our polarized world?  

✴ How can we take the joy and magic of Christmas and apply it to our spiritually political 
beliefs? 

✴ Is Jesus just a spiritual figure for you? If so, how might you think of him differently, 
broadening his abilities to more than just one part of existence? 

✴ What does it mean to be politically spiritual, especially in the context of us living within 
our darkness and Jesus’ light? 

✴ Our modern political agenda is light versus dark on many platforms. How do we meet 
in the middle where both dark and light can exist together? 

Pray 
Hi God, thank you for being with us in our darkness and existing in it with us. Thank you 
for sending Jesus to be our light through community and love. We love you. Amen.

Christmas                          Isaiah 9:2-7
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