Belonging &
Becoming

A Worship Resource for College & Young Adult Sunday
Centered on Jeremiah 1:4-10

By Rev. Dorothy Piatt-Esguerra

Order of Worship
Call to Worship

One: We gather, seeking to follow God's call wherever it may lead us.

All: Together, we make the journey of faith.

One: Through transitions and turning points, through questions and doubts,
we are not alone.

All: Together, in life and in death, we belong to God.

One: Whoever we have been, whoever we are today, and whoever we will be
tomorrow,

All: Together, let us worship God!

Song

Call to Confession

We do not fully live into the vision that God has for us and for the world, individually or
as a community. And yet, when we share the truth about our lives in humility and faith,
we remind one another of the greater truth that God in Christ meets us in all of our
humanity and vulnerability — always welcoming us home with grace. Let us confess both
our sin and our trust in God's mercy and transformative love.

Prayer of Confession

Patient and loving God, we confess that our love for you, neighbor, and self are not
what they could be. We focus more on our own interests or insecurities than on the
needs of others. We seek comfort in systems that harm people and the planet. We

are tied up in practices based in fear, scarcity, and power over others, rather than
in love, abundance, and mutual empowerment.

Forgive us and help us to keep becoming your people.

Touch us with hope, that we may join you in building the world of your dreams. Pour
out mercy upon us, that we may be compassionate to all who hurt. Reshape us with
your love, that we may be whole. Amen.
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Assurance of Forgiveness
One: Hear the good news: God forgives us, Christ reconciles us, and the Spirit empowers

us to grow in love.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Passing of the Peace

One: As God's forgiven people, we can bring peace, forgiveness, and new life to the
world. The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination

Holy One, help us to find new meaning and new life in the ancient words of Scripture,
that we might be hearers, dreamers, and doers of your life-giving Word, for the good of
the world you love. Amen.

Reading(s)
Isaiah 58:9b-14
Jeremiah 1:4-10

Sermon

Affirmation of Faitht!

One: With the whole church,

All: we affirm that we are made in God's image,

befriended by Christ, empowered by the Spirit.

One: With people everywhere,

All: we affirm God's goodness at the heart of humanity

planted more deeply than all that is wrong.

One: With all creation,

All: we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life, the unfolding purposes of God
forever at work in ourselves and in the world.

Song

Recognizing Young Adults

Before leading the litany below, you might invite the following people to raise their

hands, stand, or otherwise be recognized:

» Young adults entering the workforce or a vocational training program.

« Those entering the Young Adult Volunteer program in the PC(USA) or a similar
service-learning program.

1 The lona Abbey Worship Book by the lona Abbey Community (Wild Goose Publications, 2017).


https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/

» People transitioning to a college, university, graduate or professional school or
program.

« Those taking a gap year, or entering their first year beyond secondary school or an
educational program.

« People who work with young adults as educators, mentors, counselors, or coaches
(such as college faculty and staff, ministers, and lay leaders).

You may present them with a gift to mark the start of the new academic year or a new
life venture, such as a journal. If your congregation has a prayer shawl ministry or some
talented knitters, consider giving a small “prayer square” with a message that reminds
them of the blessings of God who is knitting them together even still, their home
congregation’s prayers for them, and their ties to the whole communion of saints.

Commissioning Litany

pcusa.org/collegesunday.

One: For young adults of varied experiences,

that they might receive encouragement on their journeys of faith, as they continue
becoming the people God has called them to be, supporting each other and accepting
support:

All: O God, we pray.

One: For campus ministries and spiritual communities for young adults,

that they might be settling spaces, places of welcome, comfort, and rest, and also places
to stretch, change, and grow:

All: O God, we pray.

One: For the leaders who guide these communities,

discerning faithful ways to accompany young adults in the midst of an often
overwhelming world, and learning from those they serve:

All: O God, we pray.

One: For college faculty and staff members,

as well as those who supervise or mentor young adults during formative years:

All: O God, we pray.

One: For the siblings of faith who have nurtured each of us along our way,

and the ways we might share that care with the ones who come after us:

All: O God, we give you thanks.

Invitation to Offering

All we have, and all we are, is a gift from God. We are invited to give back a portion of
what we have received, that our offerings, talents, and energy might glorify God and
help transform the world God so loves. Trusting in God's abundance, let us give with
gratitude, joy, and generosity.
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Prayer of Dedication

Gracious God, bless our offerings and our lives. Transform them into healing for the
wounded, hope for the discouraged, courage for the fearful, justice for the oppressed,
community for the lonely, and faith for the seeking. Amen.

UKirk Beatitudes?

Consider using this thematic liturgy in lieu of a traditional Prayers of the People, before
the version of the Lord’s Prayer included below.

Blessed are the college students

in brick buildings and behind computer screens,

those with a trust fund and those on financial aid,

those in their first year, those finishing a fifth, and all the spaces in-between,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are the sports superfans and those who don't know the difference between a
football and a baseball,
for they will both find a place here.

Blessed are the procrastinators and the planners,
for God willing the work will get done.

Blessed are the loud and boisterous and the calm and contemplative,
for they will all be heard.

Blessed are those who feel pressure to define a major before they're ready, and those
who see their calling clearly,
for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who are overworked, overscheduled, and overwhelmed,
for they will find rest.

Blessed are those who feel lonely and isolated,
for they will be comforted by the living body of Christ.

Blessed are the survivors,
for their stories will be heard and believed.

2 Written by Rev. Rachel Penmore (Campus Minister, UKirk UTK) and Rev. Allison Wehrung (Campus
Minister, UKirk Ole Miss).
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Blessed are those who find affirmation in the Church and those who have been harmed
by it, for they will find peace.

Blessed are those whose truest identity is unwelcome in their family of origin,

for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those living with mental illness or instability,
for they will see God, and a plan for moving forward.

Blessed are those in the age of imposter syndrome, feeling crushed by filters, feedback,
and followers,
for they are created in the image of God.

Blessed are those who invite one another into this family of faith
and those who are brave enough to show up.

Blessed are the hopeful,

the hopeless,

the forgotten,

the found,

the closeted, the open,

the meek,

the proud,

the courageous, and the coping.

Blessed are those working to make the world a better place,
and those who aren’t sure where to start.

Blessed are you in all times, in all places, exactly as you are,
for yours is the kingdom of heaven.

The New Zealand Anglican Lord's Prayer3
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!

Your heavenly will be done by dll created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.

3 The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa by the Anglican Church in Aotearoa
New Zealand (HarperOne, 1997).



With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.

Song

Responsive Charge & Benediction

One: As our worship service comes to an end, our service to God and neighbor begins
again, so go to be God's blessing to others.

All: We will not measure out our compassion, but share it freely.

One: Go tell the story of Christ's love and hope for all.

All: We will speak of the One who shows everyone they are beloved,

as they are, and as they are becoming.

One: Go pour out the Spirit's love in every corner of your lives.

All: We go in the company of this community, and in the love of the triune God.
Amen.

Sermon Starters

Our primary Scripture, Jeremiah 1:4-10, drops us right into a critical moment in the life of
the prophet Jeremiah that has been labeled his “call story.” Especially in conversation
with Isaiah 58:9b-14, it evokes a generative tension between the hearer's individual
sense of vocation and our shared calling as Christians. Jeremiah's becoming the
prophetic leader that God has called him to be is deeply intertwined with his belonging
within the community of God's people.

Jeremiah recalls in hindsight his identity-shaping narrative. The story follows a
characteristic pattern: call, protest, and divine promise. Moses tells God he's not a gifted
speaker. Isaiah tells God he's too much of a mess to be a prophet. Jeremiah says he's too
young for people to listen to him. In all these cases, God knows them — both who they
are and their limitations, and who they are becoming and their potential.

God's words to Jeremiah are ones we might hear at a baptism or an ordination service:
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I set you
apart” (v. 5). It is a message of belonging and belovedness, and Jeremiah needed to hear
it because his life's work would be difficult. Speaking to an exiled people group during a
time of national crisis, he called out the political and religious powers for their idolatry
and greed, and was rejected and even imprisoned for unwelcome truth-telling.

God's promise in the often-quoted Jeremiah 29:11, “For surely I know the plans I have for
you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with



hope,” was a call to a resilient hope that the world could be better. It was, and is, a call
to lead the people in working toward the vision Isaiah paints in our first reading — to
rebuild a more just society, to move beyond self-interest and embody care for the
neighbor, to restore the streets to safety.

That is a call about which the university students and young adults with whom I work
remind and teach me every day. College and Young Adult Sunday is an opportune time
to highlight the importance of churches and spiritual communities co-creating spaces of
belonging with young adults; such communities’ roles in shaping how students make
sense of their faith, identities, and vocations; and the value of young adults’ voices and
perspectives — their roles as emerging leaders who stretch the Church to take faithful
action toward the vision of a more just society.

Exploring the Theme of Identity (Becoming)

This passage in Jeremiah invites questions about identity, which may be a central theme

in the lives of young adults during a formative and extended season of exploration,

challenge, and growth. A preacher or speaker might consider how this season of life is a

time to:

« Have new experiences and grapple with emerging theories or new-to-you ideas.

+ Re-evaluate what you believe is true.

« Form new relationships and let go of those you have outgrown.

+ Stretch into new communities, deciding which affiliations from your past still feel
authentic and which ones no longer fit.

Exploring the Theme of Community (Belonging)

Learning how to identify in a complex world is, at its heart, a spiritual journey. And it's
one we don't make alone. It has to do with our sense of belonging to particular
communities, and with becoming at once the truest versions of ourselves and also part of
something much bigger than ourselves.

If you're looking for additional resources, consider contemporary prophet Rachel Held
Evans' book Searching for Sunday, which invites readers into her journey of healing,
meaning-making, and community-seeking outside the Church. Eventually, Evans’ re-
examination of the evangelical faith she once identified with led her to authors within the
Christian tradition who wrestled with Scripture, and into conversation with people whose
faith lay at the heart of their commitments to antiracism, environmental sustainability,
economic justice, gender equity, and celebration of LGBTQIA+ individuals and families.
Evans began to find a church that hardly resembled the born-again faith she had known
before — a church being reborn, a church becoming less a defender of a system of belief
and more a community of belonging and faith-based practice. Perhaps the young adults
in your congregation can identify with Evans’ story.

As Jeremiah was called "to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to
build and to plant,” so too can new prophets among us help us recognize what systems
and structures need to be dismantled to help us build the Church of tomorrow (v. 10).



The preacher or speaker may encourage young adults to stay in touch with the spiritual
dimensions of their college or other experiences, and to seek spiritual communities where
they experience belonging as they continue to become the people God calls them to be.
He/she/they may likewise encourage the congregation to be receptive to students' and
young adults’ insights, questions, and challenges as together they stretch the Church
toward a more just and inclusive vision.

Other Resources

The following resources are available at pcusa.org/collegesunday.
« More full orders of worship for College & Young Adult Sunday:
- God Is with Us in Every Season (Kings 19:4-8) by Rev. Jasmine Evans and Rev. L.
British Hyrams
- Listening for Jesus’ Instructions (Matthew 14:22-33) by Rev. Colin Pettigrew and
Natarsha P. Sanders
. Compiled ideas for supporting college students and young adults all year long.
« Compiled litanies for celebrating and commissioning college students, young adults,
and their leaders.
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