The History of UKirk

Presbyterians have a long history in the United States of educational mission. Beginning with the formation of Presbyterian seminaries and colleges in the 1700s and expanding to ministry with young adults at state colleges and universities by early 20th century, supporting the intellectual, spiritual, and emotional formation of young people for leadership in the church and the world is said to be the oldest mission beyond the congregation since Presbyterians came to this country. 

This has taken many forms over the last 125 years. Both the Northern and Southern Presbyterian Church’s invested in the creation of Westminster Foundations/Fellowships in a movement that saw the start of ministries from Princeton to Oregon starting over 100 years ago. In the 1960’s denominations joined together in the creation of ecumenical ministries like United Campus Ministry (UCM) and United Campus Christian Fellowship (UCCF). In 2012, prompted by an overture to General Assembly in 2010 to create an office of collegiate ministry, UKirk (which stands for University Church or Kirk, the Scottish word for church) as the name for PC(USA) connected college ministries was created. In 2019 the PC(USA) spun UKirk National off as our own 501c3 and official covenant partner of the PC(USA), and on behalf of the PC(USA) UKirk National fosters connection and growth for collegiate ministries across the denomination. * 

UKirk network ministries serve students in numerous ways at both large and small state schools, Presbyterian-related colleges and universities, and private liberal-arts institutions and community colleges. Our ministries are diverse in size, organizational structure and programmatic offerings but we are united around a common witness that welcomes all students to experience and explore God’s inclusive love and discern how they are called to serve the church and the world after they graduate. 

Over the last several years, UKirk National has felt called to more clearly articulate the unique Christian witness our Presbyterian connected ministries offer. To this end, we have created a national organizational structure to provide a more robust framework of support for all network ministries and work to expand awareness and connections across PC(USA) congregations, presbyteries, and synods. In partnership with the PC(USA) and our network ministries, we are grateful to have been able to expand our mission of caring, coaching, educating, and advocating for ministry to college students across the country.

The whole church continues to be called to care for and nurture the intellectual, spiritual, and emotional lives of young adults—both those who were raised in the church and those who were not. This is vital, challenging, sacred and life-changing ministry as generations of students are accompanied into adulthood precisely at a time when they are asking profound questions about meaning, purpose, identity and faith. We give thanks for the many ways UKirk network ministries provide support, community, encouragement and connection to the larger church to thousands upon thousands of college students every semester! 

* UKirk National is funded through an annual grant from the denomination and by the generous financial support of individuals, congregations, presbyteries and network ministries. These donations allow us to heavily subsidize the cost of all events, resources and offerings, many of which are free. 

The national UKirk Collegiate Ministries organization works closely with the PC(USA)’s Office of Christian Formation and is part of the PC(USA) Christian Formation Collective with partner organizations PYWA, Campfire Collective, POAMN and APCE. 
